ENDS AND MEANS
society of which they are members. Quis custodiet custodes ?
Who will educate the .educators? The "answer, of course,
is painfully simple: nobody but the educators themselves.
Our human world is composed of an endless series of vicious
circles, from which it is possible to escape only by an act,
or rather a succession of acts, of intelligently directed will.
Dictatorial governments regard free intelligence as their
worst enemy. In this they are probably perfectly right.
Tyranny cannot exist unless there is passive obedience
on the part of the tyrannized. But passive obedience to
authority is not compatible with die free exercise of
intelligence. It is for this reason that all tyrants try so
hard either to suppress intelligence altogether or to compel
it to exercise itself only within certain prescribed limits and
along certain channels carved out for it in advance. Hence
the systematic use which all dictators make of the
instrument of propaganda.
In societies more primitive than our own, societies in
which a traditional religion and a traditional code of
morality are unquestioningly accepted, there is no need of
deliberate propaganda. People behave in the traditional
way 'by instinct/ apd never stop dispassionately to con-
sider what they are doing, feeling, thinking. Even in
societies like ours there is an astonishing amount of un-
questioning acceptance of customary behaviour-patterns,
thought-patterns, feeling-patterns. A very large number
even of intelligent men and women use their intelligence
only for the purpose of making a good job of what is
traditionally regarded as their duty; they seldom or never
use it to pass judgment upon the duty itself. Hence the
dismal spectacle 'of scientists and technicians using all
, their powers to help their country's rulers to commit mass
murder with increased efficiency and indiscriminateness;
of scholars and men of letters prostituting their talents for
the purpose of bolstering national prestige with learned lies
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